
Bead and Doming Tool.  This tool can 
be used to create hemispheres, perfect 
sphere beads, bead caps that are ready 

for ornamentation, fitted bead caps, 
perfectly textured and matched lentil 

beads, dynamic barrel beads and 
perfectly domed elements.

Sphere Bead. First you’ll want to lightly 
grease the forming well, take a from 

tool or q-tip and spread a light layer of 
Eco-Grease on the female forming well 

of the doming tool.

Dry-Release Formula and Eco-Grease 
formula are recommended, use liquid 

lubricants sparingly if necessary.

You can eye ball the clay amount for 
each forming well or if you have a gram 
scale you can weigh out approximate 

amounts. 

21mm: 4-4.5g

17mm: 2-3g


15mm: 1.5-2g

12mm: 1-1.5g

10mm: 0.5-1g



Form the clay into a cone shape which 
will help spread the clay out more 

evenly.

Place the clay cone with the point 
facing up inside the forming well.

Orient the male forming right on the point 
of the clay cone and press down slightly to 

begin forming the clay. DON’T PUSH IT 
ALL THE WAY DOWN YET!



Once the clay begins to take shape, 
remove the male forming side before it 

becomes stuck to the clay.

Remove the male forming piece.

Dust with a LIBERAL amount of Dry-
Release to prevent the male forming 

side from sticking to the wet clay.


Continue pressing the forms together, 
wiggling the male side back and forth 
until the clay spreads to the rim of the 

forming well. The side stops will 
prevent you from over pressing the clay.



Use a straight blade to cut away any 
excess clay, be sure to cut toward the 

forming edge so you don't pull the clay 
away from the tool walls. Place into a 

dehydrator or warmer for 10-30 
minutes depending on the clay you are 

using and the heat source.

Remove the clay while the bead cap 
builder is still warm from the dryer. If 
the clay doesn’t pull away from the 

forming well during drying, use a fine 
needle tool to gently separate the edge 
of the clay from the edge of the doming 

tool.


Flip the tool over and FIRMLY clap the 
open end of the tool against the back 

of the forming handle. Repeat as 
needed.



The hemisphere will pop out, Return to 
dehydrator to dry completely. This can 
now be used as a base for a bead cap.

Mix a THICK paste and fill the seams 
and allow to dry completely. Then turn 
the bead and repeat on the other side.


Once dried completely you have a 
perfect hollow sphere ready to be 

finished and decorated.

Create two hemispheres, allow them to 
dry completely and use the forming well 

to hold the two halves in place to join 
together.



Examples of decorated sphere beads 
and bead cap.

Bead caps and domed elements. You 
can also alter thin semi-dry/flexible 

designs that have already been 
textured, so long as there is still some 
give to the pieces. (Completely dried 

elements will break.)

Make sure the elements are still flexible 
before forming, you want the surface of 
the element dried so the texture doesn’t 
become distorted but still damp/flexible 

enough to be reshaped without 
breaking the piece. Drop into the 

largest well, always start here and work 
your way smaller. Taking a flat shape 
right into the smaller wells will cause 

cracks and breaks. The element should 
be larger than the well opening.



Press the male forming side, tilting it 
back and forth as you press.


Then you can move to the smaller well 
if you need a tighter dome.

No the domed element is ready to be 
attached.

Press again, tilting back and forth to 
reshape the clay.



To fit domed elements to a sphere 
bead: Any elements you wish to attach 
needs to be formed in next smaller well 
from the one used to create the sphere 
bead. So if you’ve made a 21mm bead 
you’ll need to shape the elements in the 
18mm well. Attach with Paste Maker or 
a loose paste using the end of a paint 

brush to “roll” each edge of the element 
onto the sphere bead.

The process is the same for textured 
elements as well as for die cut elements. 
Make sure to texture down to two cards 

thick (review texture method for technique.)


The textured element should still have 
bend and flex, flexible formulas of clays are 

ideal.



Drop the textured element into the 
forming well and press the tool 

together, rocking back and forth slightly 
to form the clay.

You can continue to make the element 
smaller by stepping down the size. How 

far down you can go depends on the 
size of the original element. This piece 
starts to distort after the 12mm well.


This process and tool creates 
consistent forms, making tiny lentil 
bead construction easier than ever!



These textured forms can be joined 
to create lentil beads, barrel beads, 

bead caps and sphere bead 
decoration.

Barrel Bead and Collared Bead Cap. 
You can also use the mail forming side 
to create a shank that fits the domed 
caps previously demonstrated. Make 
sure to again use FLEXIBLE semi-dry 

clay.

Wrap the textured strip around the 
desired size and trim to fit.



Add THICK paste to the joining seam 
and press the edges together. You may 

need to hold them in place until the 
paste dries slightly.


Once the sides stick, place into a 
dehydrator for 10 minutes to harden the 

paste seam.

To create a barrel bead, attach another 
bead cap to the other end with paste. 

Drill holes into the bead and fire in 
alumina hydrate to support the form.

Now the shank can be attached to a 
bead cap to create an end piece for 

viking knit or woven cords.


